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" The agricultural system, except in the richer
and irrigated lands, is to eat or sell every saleable
article the land produces, to use the manure of the
cattle for fuel, and to return nothing to the soil in
any proportion to what is taken away. Every in-
crease of population aggravates the danger. When
population was not pressing on the cultivated land,
and there was space enough to admit of it, the ex-
hausted land was allowed to rest in fallow for a time,
and in the hot sun and genial rains to recruit its
productive powers. But there is no room longer
for this. Crop follows crop without intermission, so
that Indian agriculture is becoming simply a process
of exhaustion. Even in some tracts of canal-
irrigated land, where water is lavishly used, without
manure crops have ceased to grow. An exhausting
agriculture and an increasing population must come
to a deadlock. No reduction of the assessment
can be more than a postponement of the inevitable
catastrophe, and no attempt by the Government or
its officers merely to shift the burden will avert the
two-fold difficulty. The task of government is thus
one of enormous difficulty unless we are prepared
to leave the surplus population to be periodically cut
down by famine to the numbers which a rude agri-
culture can maintain."

Do we need further evidence ? " An exhausting
agriculture and an increasing population must come
to a dead-lock. No reduction of the assessment can
be more than a postponement of the inevitable
catastrophe." Can anything add force to those
sentences written by a cool Scotch agriculturist and
Government official of Liberal opinions, sent out